
Year One Phonics Talk
TUESDAY 21 ST MARCH 



Session Format

Overview of the Supersonic Phonics 
Friend Scheme

The Phonics Screening Test 

Key areas you can support your 
son/daughter with at home

Q&A



Useful Terminology 

▪Phonemes – The smallest unit of sounds within the English Language. There are 44 in total and 
they are used to form words.

▪These sounds are represented by graphemes (letters). 





Useful Terminology 

▪Digraphs – Two letters that make one sound. 

▪Trigraphs – Three letters that make one sound. 

▪Split Digraph – A digraph which is split by a constant e.g. home.

▪Spelling for the sound – When we use letter names to explain how 
to spell the sound.



Useful Terminology 

▪Alternative Pronunciations – When a grapheme, digraph or trigraph can 
make an alternative sound e.g. /i/ as in fig and /ie/ as in find or /ear/ as in hear
or pear. 

▪Alternative Spellings – When a sound can be shown with various 
combinations of letters/spellings e.g. /ee/, /ea/, /e-e/, /ey/ and /y/ all make the 
same sound.  



Useful Terminology 

▪Tricky Words – Words that cannot be sounded out and need to be learnt by their letter 
names. 

▪Common Exception Words – Words where the usual spelling rule(s) do not apply. 
Common words containing  unusual grapheme phoneme correspondences. 

▪Polysyllabic Words – Words which have two or more syllables e.g. Children, melting. 

▪Compound Words – A word made up of two or more words e.g. lunchbox, snowflake



Supersonic Phonic 
Friends Scheme 

























The Phonics Screening 
Check 



This year the check 

will take place in 

the week 

commencing 

Monday 12th June. 





* These link to our 
Nonsense Nan 
Words.









Important 
elements 
concerning the 
screening test.

There is no time limit 

The children will complete the test in a familiar 
environment 

It will be conducted by the class teacher 

Breaks are allowed if required

Children have to confidently segment and blend 
the words without prompts



Sounds that tend to be the most difficult 
for the children to remember are: 
o The split digraphs a-e, e-e, o-e, i-e, u-e.

o/au/ as in haunt and /aw/ as in saw.

o/ou/ as in cloud. 

o/ir/ as in bird and /er/ as in her.

o/ue/ as in glue. 

o /ew/ as in few or blew.

o/ar/ as in car.



Support at Home



Reading 

• Daily reading at home will support your son/daughter to become fluent and 
accurate readers. 

•Every Friday they will bring home the Phonics book they have been practising 
within school. 

•We also regularly ask them to select a Genre book as part of their ‘love for 
reading’.





Apps and Websites 

• Children will receive a log-in for Teach Your Monster to Read from school. 

•Alphablocks – BBC iPlayer and CBeebies. 

•Mr. Thorne Does Phonics – YouTube Channel.





Holiday Packs

• Phonics Packs will be provided for the Easter and May Holidays and will include 
a range of reading and writing activities. 

•Examples: 

‘Pinchy Pegs’ Challenge 
‘Build, Read, Write Game’



Thank you for Listening. 

Do you have any Questions? 
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